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SUBJECT: SOMALIAN VISIT TO INDIA 

REF: NEW DELHI 8671 

THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED VARYING EXPLANATIONS FROM THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AFRICAN DIVISION AS TO WHY THE 
VISIT OF SOMALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER GHALIB HAS NOT TAKEN 
PLACE AS A PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT HERE JUNE 29 INDICATED IT 
WOULD BEGINNING JULY 4 (REFTEL). AN AIDE TO AN MEA OFFICER 
WHOM WE TELEPHONED JULY 7 INDICATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THE 
VISIT WAS "POSTPONED." THE MEA OFFICER HIMSELF DECLINED TO 
COMMENT WITHOUT FURTHER CHECKING AND WHEN CONTRACTED A DAY 
LATER REPLIED THAT IT WAS NOT REALLY CLEAR WHY THE VISIT WAS NOT 
TAKING PLACE. HE THEN SAID LAUGHINGLY, "IF YOU LEARN ANY- 
THING LET US KNOW." COMMENT: SOMALIA DOES NOT HAVE AN EMBASSY 
IN INDIA. WE SUPPOSE IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT THE SOMALIANS HAVE 
NOT BEEN ABLE TO GET CLEAR WORD TO THE MEA THAT THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER WAS DETAINED BY MORE PRESSING MATTERS, ASSUMING THAT 
WAS THE CASE. 
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